Echocardiographic evaluation of cardiac tamponade in dogs before and after pericardiocentesis: four cases (1984-1986).
The echocardiographic (M-mode and 2-dimensional) features (before and after pericardiocentesis) of 4 dogs with pericardial effusion and clinical evidence of cardiac tamponade were reviewed. M-Mode echocardiography revealed pericardial effusion, with exaggerated swinging motion of the heart and abnormal septal motion in all 4 dogs. In each case, 2-dimensional echocardiography demonstrated right ventricular diastolic free-wall collapse. Three dogs had right atrial diastolic collapse as well. Clinical signs improved, and right ventricular and right atrial diastolic collapse subsided after pericardiocentesis. Two-dimensional echocardiographic features of right atrial and ventricular collapse were used as indicators for determining the presence of cardiac tamponade.